
A True and Tragicall Discourse, she w in g t he most lamentable miseries, and distressed calamities, indured by 67 
Englishmen, which were sent for a supplie to the planting in Gui na, in the yeare 1605.  
To make along and tedious discourse of that which may be uttered in few words, experience teacheth, doth rather 
move a loathing in the Reader, then anyway procure a liking either in reader or hearer: in which respect I have rather 
desired briefly to deliver a plaine truth , which of it selfe to the wise and discreete is ever most acceptable, then with 
filed phrases, or eloquent termes (which indeede in mee are wanting) to adde anything more then is most true, neither 
to represent, or lay open to the view of the worlde, ought more then what my selfe with my associates have had as 
wofull experience, as ever (in my judgement) had any creatures living under the Canopie of Heaven: only thus much I 
thinke it not impertinent to deliver, forthe better explanation of that which followeth, I make no question , but that the 
greater sort of people, which either have travailed themselves, had conversation with travaylers, or imployed them 
selves to much reading, we are not ignorant that in the maine of America, in that part thereof which is vulgarly called 
The west India, am ongst many ot her large Teritories & Dominions, is the great and mightie Kingdome of Guiana, 
situated neare about the middle of the saide continent, or somewhat more southerly, it being neare unter ye Equatorial 
line, the Southermost part therof, and extending itselfe to about some 5. or 6. degrees of North Latitude, being 
bordered on the South-west with Perue, on the South with Amazonis, on the North with Mexico, and on the East 
with the Ocean Sea.  
The saide Countrey of Guiana was first discovered or made knowne to our English Nation, as farre as I can learne, 
about the yeare of our Lord 1594. at the charge and direction principally of Sir Wa lter Rawleigh: the same againe 
seconded by him selfe the yeare following: afterward againe by Captaine Keym ish and others, at the charges of the 
said Sir Walter Rawle ig h it being reputed to bee the chiefest place for golde Mines in all th e West India : but the 
prosecution ther of bein g left off for a time, by w hat occasion I know not, it so happened that in the yeare of 
our Lor d 1602, C aptain e C h a r le s Le i g h made a voyage thither, for the discoverie 
thereof, and finding a fit place for habitation, determined to procure the planting 
of a Colonie there in the River Wiapica , which said determination at his returne 
being put in practise, with the furtherance and speciall charge of the worshipfull 
Knight Sir O l i v e Le i g h, certain men were sent thither, there to inhabite under the 
conduct of the aforesaid Captain C h a r le s Le i g h, who remay ned there about a yeare 
and a h alfe, w here h e w ith m anie o f his com pani e dy ed. For a suppl ie un to w hich 
companie, was another companie sent, in the yeare 1605. at the charges of the 
sayde Sir O l i v e Le i g h, an d cer tai n o th er a dve nt ur ers, of w hi ch com pan ie m y selfe 
was one, all und er the co ndu ct and [B 2 {11}] leading o f Cap taine Se n -Jo h n s, who 
being emb ark ed in t he Oliv e Branch of Sir O l i v e Le i g h, whereof was captaine and 
master und er Go d, capta ine Catlin and Arthur Cham b e r s.  
Being t hus rea die, w e set saile the tw elfth of A pril l one t hou sand sixe h und red 
and five, not hin g hapi nin g w orth not e, till w ee came as ni gh as the N orth C ape, 
wh ere an English Barke overtaking us, foure of our Gentlemen, by reason of their 
sickenesse were desirous to returne home againe, so that getting their passage for 
Li sb o n e, they tooke their leave of us, whose names were, Maister R o g e r s, M aister 
Catlin , Maister Sa n d e r s, and ano ther w hose nam e I doe not no w remem ber. So 
wee conti nued our cour se to the C a n a r i e s, and so t o C ape Bla n cko in Barbarie , and 
from th enc e to th e Ile o f Mayo: in wh ich time of our voy age it fell out as often it 
hapn eth in such acti ons, th at ou r com pani e being d evided, (as being som e sea-men, 
and th e rest lan d-m en, w ho are for th e m ost par t m any tim es of co nt rar ie n atu res) 
there was some heart-burning and malice one against another, which rested not 
on ely in th e com mon sor t, b ut rat her and m ost chi efly in ou r ca pt ain es, w ho se 
haughtie mindes not breaking contradiction on either side, had like to have 
grow ne to a danger ous disten tion , had i t no t beene ap peased by the di ligent 
perswasions of some other of the companie, whose plausible spirites were more 
addicted to u niti e and peace, then any w ay lik ing o f such dan gerou s and in direct 
courses, they w ell fore-know ing that eivill [?] [cruell?] discorde have beene the 
overthrow of mightie kingdom es, and great common w eales; and therefore well 
mi ght h ave been e the u tter su bversio n of ou r so w eake & slenderl y gover ned 
companie. But all parties being now (as it seemed) to the outw ard visi[o]n quieted, 
we w ent a sho re u po n t he sa id Il e of Mayo to take in fresh water and salt, where 
we found 5. Portugals, which had bin robbed by [{12}] the French, and there set a 
shore, where having stayed five dayes hunting of Goats, and refreshing of our 
men , w e depart ed to sain t Iago, w here w e landed t he five Portu gals, in reward of 
which ki ndn esse of ours, th e Inhabi tant s took e three o f our m en, an d kep t them 
as prisoners while they sent seaven leagues into the Countrey to know the 
Governours pleasure, and at night sent them aboard againe, having taken certaine 
com modi tie s from them , w hi ch t hey had us b uy som e of t hei r fr ui ts.  
Fro m t hence (h avin g w ey ed our An chor ) wi th a m errie gal e w e sailed 
toward es ou r de sir ed p lace to th e cou nt rey of G u ia n a: but miss ing of our 
expectation, h ere began the first scene of our ensuing m iseries: for w hether it w as 
our M asters want of k now ledge that w e fell not w ith the p reff[e]red place, or that 
the current wh ich our master alledged to be the reason, that setting verie strongly 
to the N orth-w ards, put us so farre short th ereof, or w hether (as of all others that 



is most certaine) it pleased God in that place at that time, and in such a manner, to 
let us feele som e part o f his heavi e displeasur e, concey ved again st us for ou r tim es 
formerly mispent: so as I say the ending of our hopes was the beginning of our 
mi series: for pl y ing to any againe, w and[e]r ing as it w ere in a w ildern esse of woe, 
betwixt hope and dispaire, the time passed away & w ith the time our victuals, the 
onely h ope of our health exceedingly w asted: thereupon our allow ance was greatly 
short [e]ned, & w ith t he sam e & oth er occu rren ces our m ens mi nds very mu ch 
distressed, which br ot amo ngst us many fearfull & dan gerous mu tinies. A nd as 
one miserie commeth still in the necke of another, so fared it with us: for with our 
want of victuals, we being neare unto the Equinoctiall, and the Sun in that part of 
the Zodiacke wh ich was neare unto our Zenith, it was so exceeding hot, that with 
the vehemencie thereof many of our men fell marvellous weake, and some of 
them died, n amel y our C arpen ters m ate Jo h n Br o w n e, our [B3 {13}] Cooke, and 
Rober t Paine , and many others were so weake, that they w ere not able to come 
above the hatches. This extremitie caused us (though against our stomacks) to 
entr eate the m aster to b rin g us to t he near est shore h e could . A nd so h avin g beene 
seventeene weekes at sea, in stead of our hopefull expectations of attaining to a 
pleasant, rich and golden Co untrey , and the comfortable com panie of our friends 
and C ount rey -men, there as w e supposed then resident, w e were br ought t o an 
I[s]land in the West I n d ia somew hat distant from the m aine, called Santa Lucia , 
having about tw elve degrees of Nor th latitude, inhabited onely w ith a companie 
of most cruell Caniballs and man-eaters, where we had no sooner anchored, but 
the Carebyes came in their Perlagoes or Boats aboord us with great store of 
Tobacco, Plantens, Potatoes, Wines, Sugar Canes, and diverse other fruits with 
Hens, C hick ens, T urt les, & Gua vas: for all w hich w e conten ted and pleased th em 
well. T hese C a r r e b y e s at their first comm ing in our sigh t, did seeme m ost strange 
and ugly, by reason they are all naked, with long blacke haire hanging downe 
their shoulders, their bodies all painted with red, and from their eares to their 
eyes, they do m ake three [?] [short?] strokes with red, which makes them looke 
lik e divels or An tick e faces, wh erein t hey tak e a great pr ide.  
Th e next m ornin g we w ent a shore w ith all ou r w eak m en, w here there w as 
sixe or seaven houses planted by a fresh water River, w hich Captain Se n -jo h n s 
bought for a H atchet of an Indian Captaine called Anthon ie , wh o could speak a 
little Spanish, and he told us he had beene a slave to the Spaniard in the Ile of 
Margareta : so he an d al[l] h is com pani e w ent to anot her to wne som e three m y les 
of[f].  
Whilest our sicke men w ere a shore refreshing themselves, our Master would 
have dep arted, and h ave left th em t o shift am ong t he C a r r e b y e s, but C aptain e Se n - 
[{14}] Jo h n s, and the chiefe of our companie wou ld not consent thereto. And 
seeing it was in vaine all of us for to venter hom e in the Shippe with that small 
allowance, wee w ere willing to come a shore, and there to live untill it should 
please Go d to send some m eanes to b rin g us a w ay : upo n th at con ditio n th ey 
sho ul d de liv er u nt o u s on e gr eat peec e, an d ev ery m an h is M usk et an d w eap on s, 
and h alfe the m uni tion in th e ship, w ith al l ou r C hests and comm oditi es 
wh atsoever, wh ich hee would not graun t, before we had subscribed to a certaine 
Writing wh ich he wrote to excuse himselfe at his returne into England: so we 
recey ved fou re litt le Barr els of pow der, an d ten r oun d Bull ets for the gr eat Peece, 
wh ich when w ee brought a shore did much feare the Indians; for they asked us if 
we brought it to kill them. But to please their humou rs, wee tolde them it was to 
kill the Spaniards, and then they came and helped us a shore with her, and with all 
our C hestes, of their ow ne accord.  
Now after they had delivered all things a shore out of the Boat, we thought it 
good to stay her, and to keepe her for o ur ow ne use, for w ee did not k now wh at 
neede we might have of such a [illegible] afterwarde: so wee sent the sailers aboord 
in an Indian Boat, onely three would not goe but would stay with us: so we were 
in all left a shore threescore and seaven in the Isle of Saint Lu c c a.  
At nigh t w hen w e w ere all sitt ing to gether at supp er abo ut a gr eat fire, w hich 
they could w ell per ce[i]ve fro m t he ship w hen i t w as dark e: and as it shoul d seeme 
in rev enge of th eir Boa t, befor e they depart ed they pur posed to let us k now they 
were not w ell pleased with the action, they shot a great peece at us with a single 
Bu lle t, b ut as it ple ased G od i t fel l do wne b y th e sid e of o ur ho use, and m issed u s, 
which if it had com e amo ngest us w e sittin g so thick e, it cou ld no t hav e chosen 
bu t h ave [{15}] been e th e dea th of m any of u s.  
Th is mad e C aptain e Se n -Jo h n s discharge our peece at them, witho ut intent to 
hurt them , but fairly overshot them: for he m ight have sunke them, and w ould if 
they had shot once mor e: then presently th ey w eyed A nchor and departed.  
Th e next mo rni ng C aptain e Se n -Jo h n s went in th e Boate, with fifteene more in 
his companie, to trade with Anthon io his father for Fo n e cloath, w hich he h ad 



saved at sea great store: but w hen we came there, contrarie to our expectation, we 
found our ship there trading with them, who had incensed the Indians sore 
agayn st us, telling them that w e were bad p eople, and w ould tak e all they had 
from them , an d w ou ld c ut th eir th ro ats.  
And as we towed alongst the shore, they discharged halfe a dozen peece of 
Ordena nce, an d a vol ly of small shot at us, bu t ther e [sic] gr eat sho t o ver sho t u s, 
and light upo n the rock es, and scarred [sic] the Indians a shore mightily, and their 
small shotte l ight sh ort w itho ut h arm ing u s. Th eir deter mi natio n w as to dri ve us 
from ou r Boat, or else to hav e sunke her , for their great shot came so thick e that 
wee were forced to leape a shore into the Woods: then they manned their Periago, 
and came to take our Boat away, w hich wee perceyving entered her againe, and 
escaped all th eir m alice: so w ee retur ned hom e againe safe, and they depart ed 
toward Saint Vi n ce n t, the eighteenth or nin [e]teenth of A ugust, 1605.  
After the departure of our ship we remained in peaceable manner amongst the 
Ind ian s, da y ly tr adi ng w ith them for all m anu er o f vic tu all , as P lan to ns, Po tat oes, 
Penas, Papaians, Pumpk ins, Gallobashoes, Pappes, Mamm ies, Guianas, with 
div erse o th er fr ui ts, a nd T ob acco [in ] ab ou nd anc e, al l v eri e pl easan t to eate . A lso 
they brought T urtles, Guanas Hens and Chickens, Wo odcocks and Snipes, with 
som e Pel lic ans.  
As for the T urt les, w e our selves did use ever y nigh t [{16}] by cour ses to send 
out fire to catch them, w hich is easily done, by reason that every n ight they use[d] 
to com e a sh or e, an d la y th eir egs [sic] in th e sand, an d by the h eat of the Su n th ey 
are hat che d. A t th eir com in g ou t o f th e w ate r t hey do m ak e as br oad a tr ace as a 
Cart w ith their fins, by which meanes wee are ledde to the place where they doe 
sit, and so we turne them on their backes, which being done, they can doe nothing 
but so lie till they bee deade. The meate of them dooth eate like unto V eale, and I 
have seene t aken out of one o f them to th e num ber of six e or seaven hun dred 
egges, wh ich wee doe frie with the fat or oyl e of the Turtle, and also w ith C assada 
wee did make exceeding good White-pots and Puddings, putting the Egges and 
Oy le int o it. A lso the G u an a is proportioned like a Serpent, more then an ell 
long, with foure short feete. In eating it is like a Connie, and hath in his belly to 
th e nu mber of fiv e an d tw ent ie o r t hi rt ie Eg ges.  
This C a ssa d a is a root e of a tree, w hose ju [i]ce is poy son: bu t bein g squeassed 
[sic] the flow er doth mak e an excellent kin d of bread, an d w ill k eepe long.  
Th e Indians di d m arvai le m uch at our man uer o f dressing ou r m eate, and they 
woul d be fam ilier, and w oul d dine w ith u s verie often , but by no m eanes w ee 
could not make them eate salt: for they use to eate all their meate seasoned with 
Ginnie Pepper: their women came verie seldome unto us, for they are verie jealous 
over t hem . O nce or tw ice ther e came som e wom en w ith t hem , un to w hom e w ee 
gave shir ts to cov er thei r nak ednesse, w hereo f they seemed pr oud : Th eir an cient 
wom en are verie ugly, by reason of their sick breastes, which dooth lie like emptie 
bagges: but those which have not give sucke, are well proportioned and proper.  
Also w e ha d a N et, w ith th e w hi ch w ee w ou ld g et at on e dr au ght as m any fish 
of diverse sorts, as wo uld [C 1 {17}] serve all our com panie a day .  
A little before our arrivall, three Spanish ships were cast away, and much of 
the go odes these Indi ans had saved w ith t heir B oats, an d hid i t in t he W oods, th ey 
had so mu ch Ro ancloath, t hat all their Periagoes had sayles thereof. T hey also had 
great store of stuffe, Sirge, and Spanish woollen cloath, cloakes and apparell: 
insom uch t hat if w e had h ad a Bark e of fortie t uns bu rth en w ee could have lo aden 
[sic] her home w ith such commodities as would have made a saving voyage. All 
wh ich w e could have bo ught for h atchets, kniv es, beads, fish-hookes, and 
th im bl es, w ith ot her tr ifle s.  
Thus for the space of five or sixe Weekes, wee went not much abroade, but 
cut do wne th e W oods abo ut o ur h ouses everi e day , and m oun ted ou r great Peece 
upo n br oade T ables, w hich w ee our selves had saw ne, least t he C a r r e b y e s should at 
any tim e assau lt u s.  
Soone after this, there came another Captaine from Saint Vi n ce n t, called 
Augraum a r t, which was brother to Anthon io , who w as offended with him for 
selling t he ho uses unt o us: for the w hich cause Anthon io bid us kill him , and tolde 
us hee purposed to bring twelve Periagoes loaden with C a r r e b y e s t o k i l l u s , but 
wee found this Augraum a r t v e r ie kinde unto us, and was willi n g to doe, o r te l l us 
any thing wee desired him, for he taught us to make a Grater, which he made of 
small sharpe flint stones beaten into a broade boore to grate our C a ssa d a on, 
whereof we made our breade, and hee tolde us, that Anthon io would cut our 
throates, and therefore bid us kill him. This made us doubtfull which to trust to.  
We had certaine Articles drawne, w hich were to be observed, wherein 
Captain Ni ch o la s Se n -Jo h n s was Captaine: his brother Al e xa n d e r Lieutenant, Mile s 



P e t, and P h il i p G l a sc o c k were comm aunders for the appoy nting of our W atch: John 
R o g e r s was ou r [{18}] interpreter for the Spani sh tongue, an d was to b uy and 
bar gai ne w ith th e Ind ian s for all th e com pan ie, bo th for com modi tie s and vi ctu als, 
Maister G a r r e t, Master [sic] T e n c h, Fr a n c i s B r ac e, and my selfe, were appointed to 
or der th e domesti call m att ers.  
[In left margin: "Carebie signifies in their language, a valiant man. "] All the 
occasion s yt [that ] w e mad e w hereb y the C a r r e b y e s should fall out wi th us, w as 
that one o f our co mp anie di d sell a sw orde u nto C aptain e Anthon io , wh ich w as 
contrarie to the Articles wee had set downe, for none was (upon pains of severe 
pun ishm ent) to sel[l] eith er Sw orde, Dagger, or H edge-bill: w hich w hen w e kn ew , 
Al exa n de r Se n -Jo h n s with a dozen more w ent to his house, and found him in his 
bed, which they call an Hamaco, with a little fire under him because he was not 
well, and t he Sw ord stand ing by him , w hich y o[u]n g Se n -Jo h n s tooke and brought 
forth to us. This drove him into a great rage against us, for never after that would 
he b e fam ili ar w ith us.  
The C a r r e b y e s did w eare for an orn amen t up on t he sma ll of th eir na ked a rm es 
a foure-square plate, which maister [sic] B r o w n e a Gol d-finer tol d C aptain e Se n - 
Jo h n s had th ree par tes of it Go lde, w ho ask ed the C a r r e b y e s where they got it? 
who pr esently pointed us to a great Moun taine on the North-west part of the 
Island, whose toppe we might see from the place where w ee dwelt: but Anthon io 
saide there was non e. These contrar ie tales made us suspect some villanie, an d that 
it was but a policie to drawe some of our companie thither, whereby they might 
th e bet ter deal e w ith us: for at h om e th ey du rst no t at tem pt any th in g aga in st u s, 
both for feare of our great Peece, and also wee w ould not suffer them to brin g 
their bow es and arr ow es wit hin our C entin ell. Y et ou r C aptain e w oul d not bee 
content till wee consented that hee should goe to the Mountaine, and tooke with 
him all sortes of comm odities to bargaine with the Indians for Cloath, and h e 
took e old B r o w n e [C 2 {19}] the Go ld-finer, an d his sonn e G e or g e Br o w n e, John 
R o g e r s, Maister Lo o ki n g, the three sailers, whose names were, Jo h n Fl em i n g , 
Thom a s B u t l e r, O w en a Welch-man, J am e s G a r r e t, & one Joseph and C h r i s to p h e r, 
two Grocers, and one Maister Ev a n s, with diverse more, to the number of 
sixteene.  
And u pon A Mon day they all imbarked in the Boat takin g eight dayes victuall 
with them, prom ising to return betwixt that and the next M onday, leaving his 
brother Mile s Pe t, P h il i p G l a sc o c k, M. G a r r e t, M. T e n c h, and m y selfe, to rul e at 
home. U pon Tuesday & Wednesday the Indians did not come unto us with 
victuals as they had w ot, which m ade us after suspect that they were at the 
slaughter of our men at the Mount: & upon W ednesday, my selfe with 3. more 
went to An t h o n i o s [sic] house, where we found a great number of wom en, but not 
passing halfe a score men, making great preparations of victuals: some baking of 
C assad a, o th ers r oas ti ng an d b oy li ng of gr eat fish es an d T ur tl es. I o ff[e] red to bu y 
some of them , but th ey r efused and wou ld not, n either w ould th ey lo oke of any 
com mo ditie w e had, w hich mad e us mu ch m arvell : for befor e that t im e they never 
denied us: so we departed, & by the way we light [sic] of a narrow path w herein 
we tr ave lle d a l itt le, and all alo ng t he w ay did gro we ab ou nd anc e of G ut ana tr ees, 
whose fruit is as big as an Apple, and verie pleasant to eate: the greene ones are 
wholeso me for the bl oodi e flixe [ sic].  
Wee had n ot tr avay led a M ile, bu t w ee entered dow ne by a Th ick et int o a 
most pleasant Garden of Potatoes, which drove us into greate admiration to 
beholde the manner [sic] of it, for it w as made r oun d lik e a Bow er, enco mp assed 
with a greene Banke, so equally, that m ade us thinke some Christians had made it 
for a strength to save them from the Indians: and uppon the toppe thereof did 
growe a companie of the moste [{20}] tallest Trees that ever I behelde, which did 
naturally grow e so neere one to another, and so thicke from the roots to the 
toppe, that wee could not perceyve the skie through them. But following the 
path , w ee percey ved it t o passe thr ough a narr ow cut in the ba nk e, w here w ee 
tr ave y led tw o o r t hr ee m ile s fur th er, passi ng t hr ou gh m any goo dly Ga rd ens, 
wh erein w as aboundance of C assada, Potatoes, Tobacco, C otten-wo ol-trees, and 
Gut ana trees, in d iverse places as wee trav ay led w ee did mar vaile to see the h uge 
and great trees that were there: for most of them were five or sixe fathoms about, 
and feari ng th at w ee shoul d bee ben ighted , w ee retur ned th e same w ay againe, 
with as m uch gr eene T obacco, Potat oes, and C assada, as wee cou ld carr ie, w hich 
did much content our men at hom e: for the Indians had not brought any victuals 
in th ree day es before.  
At night sixe of our men w ent to seeke for Turtles, and founde two verie 
great ones, but could not bring them home. For when they had turned them on 
their backes, it beganne to raine, thunder, and lighten [sic] so extr eaml y , that they 



had much a doe to get home themselves, and so it continued all night, with the 
most ho rriblest thu nder-claps that ever I heard, wi th light ning and r aine as light as 
day, which caused us to awake, and after prayers to sit all night by greate Fiers 
[sic], drinking of Tobacco; with extraordinarie my rth amon gest our selves, little 
foreseeing the daunger [sic] that befell to be the n ext day .  
Earely [sic] the next Morning, wee went to bring home our Turtles, and there 
wee fou nd e a gr eat number of C a r r e b y e s on th e shore; an d thr ee or fou re Boat es 
by them , roasti ng of lan de C rabb es, for w hat p urp ose they w ere so gath ered 
togeth er w ee kn ow not , but least w e shoul d suspect th em o f any bad in tent 
towardes [C3 {21}] us, they w illed us to eate with them, and brought home our 
Tu rtles to our hou se.  
Al l that fore-noon e w ee kep t good w atch, for there w as verie m any w hich 
came both by sea and land, and Augraum a r t and his father came w ith a great 
num ber of Indi ans, and brou ght in his han de a quar ter of a T urt le, and a hun dred 
Egges, and gave them to y oun g Se n -Jo h n s, and tolde him, that if hee would goe to 
his Brother An t h o n i u s house, hee should have greate store of victualls, and th at 
hee shou ld see his w ife, and th erefore to persw ade him to goe, hee pr ofessed [?] 
that w ee shoul d hav e H amaca s for to sleep i n, w hich is the beds th ey use.  
Their Women dooth make them of Cotten that growes naturallye on the 
Tree s, w ere of [ sic] they have aboundance. Wee manye times made [requests?] [to? 
of?] them for these Hamacas, because they w ould bee a meanes to save us from the 
Stings of a certaine flye called a Musketo, the wh ich would so torment us with 
their poysoned stings, and cause us to swell as though we had the Leprosie, for 
they w ould sting through three payr s of Stockings, but they w ere not willing 
[can't read four or five words] that wee should have any. And because they were 
so kinde to us, wee tooke them all into our houses, and were verie merrye and 
pleasant w ith t hem , and gav e them Aqua vitae which they delighted much in.  
But Maister T e n c h (who had wont to bee a curious corrector of us in our 
merrim ents) did showe him selfe so extraordinarie pleasant, that hee fell a singing 
of C atches w ith t he C a r r e b y e s, an d cau sed them to dri nk e car ou ses of Aqua vitae 
and water.  
If we had beene determ ined to hav e kild th em, w ee might h ave done it at th at 
tim e w ith sm all dan ger, w ee had a h und reth and ab ove of th em w ithi n ou r ho uses 
wit hout ey ther bow e or Ar row es. And w hen some [{22}] of our comp anie, made 
such a motion as to put them to the Sworde (for some of us was halfe and more 
jealous of them, that they had done some mischiefe to our captaine, by reason one 
of our companie did say, that hee heard an Indian say, that the Captaine of the 
English had his hand e cutte off at the Mou nt) but t his was no t regarded, but was 
im put ed that hee had mi scontr ued th e C a r r e b y e s language. Maister T e n c h w as 
agay nst it, say in g: G od w ou lde no t b ee pl ease w ith such a bl ou die A ct, agay nst 
such harmlesse people, and therefore willed so not to doe it without they gave the 
first occassion, wherein hee wronged himselfe and us all, in seeking to save the 
lives of th ose w ho w ithi n th ree ho ures after m ost cru elly e [sic] murth ered him.  
Before Dinner they all departed, but Augraum a r t and h is father, w ho di ned 
with us. And presently after dinner, eighteene was chose to goe to Anthon io's 
house with Augraum a r t and his father, wh o had neither bowe nor arrow: on ely 
his father had a Br asen swo rde.  
This they did least wee should suspect their treacherie. But w ee not fearing 
anie treason, because wee had beene often times well used there before, went on 
boldly .  
An d some of our compan ie though t that th e verie sight of our Peeces was 
sufficient to terrifie them, for attempting any villiany [sic] against us. And 
therefore did not regarde either to charge them, or to light our match.  
In this carelesse and secure manner, wee travayled through all the necke of 
land w hich run nes farre in to th e Sea, and t hen w ee entered upo n th e sand, w hich 
was so extreame hote with the reflexion of the Sunne that wee were not able to 
tr ava ile apa ce, b ein g lo aden w ith ou r P eeces.  
But Maister Al e xa n d e r had put off his Doub- [{23}] let, and gave his Boy h is 
Peece, & went jesting and playing arme in arme with the two C a r r e b y e s a good 
space before us, until wee came to a point of Land a quarter of a mile from 
An t h o n i o s hou se, and then hee called us to co me forw ards, but hee beeing li ght 
and coo le, did k eepe a greate w ay before u s still. A nd w hen h ee least suspected 
daunger, Augraum a r t mad e as thou gh hee w oul d im brace h im . A nd sud denly e, 
clasping holde with one hand on his Rapyer [sic], and the other on his Dagger, and 
his Father with a great Brasen Sword, strooke him downe before we could come 
at him , but he m oved n ot [?] agai ne.  
Then came the Arrowes so t h i cke out of the wood, t h a t we could not get our 



match in the C ocke for pulling the Arro wes out of our body es: so amongst us all 
was but fiv e or sixe p eeces discharged, w hich w hen t he Indian s saw giv e fire, th ey 
did fall flat on th e grou nd, sho utin g and cr y ing w ith a m oste hell ish no y se, 
nam in g u s by ou r n am es w hen th ey hi t u s.  
Then wee r e tyred backe to a poy n t o f land, thinking there to have f it t ed our 
peec es, an d to hav e giv en t hem a vo lly e of sh ot , Bu t th ere cam e an ot her Ambu sh 
on ou r backes, and ro und abo ut us, insom uch that wee w ere inforced to forsake 
our peeces, and betake us to our swords, which did much incourage them, for 
when th ey see w ee co ul d n ot hu rt them w ith ou r p eeces, th ey w ou ld com e so 
neere us, as though they purposed to make choyce in what place to hit us, of some 
they shot in the faces, others through the Shoulders, and of others, they w ould 
naile their feete and the ground together.  
Maister B u d g e and Rober t Shaw ranne into the sea, and there were both 
drowned and kild with Arrow es, Maister T e n c h had a little Buckler, with the 
which h e did save him selfe a long tim e, but at the last an A rrow e passed throu gh 
both his legges, th at hee cou ld no t goe, [{24}] and stoopi ng to pul l it ou t, th ey 
kild him , and if anye of us offered to runne at one or tw o of them, they w ould 
runne away , and of a suddaine twentie or thirtie would inclose us, and still shoote 
Arro wes in them til [ sic] they wer e dow ne, and then wo uld they wi th a great 
Brasen sword beate them to death, and after would rifle them: Maister K e t t l e by did 
[?] [show e?] him selfe verie galla ntly e, for hee d id no t respect w hat ar row es hee 
received in his body e, so hee could but r each one strok e at a C a r re b y e, but they 
were too n imble for us in regard they were nak ed.  
Yet near e the sea, wee run ne thro ugh th em all, th ink ing that if w ee had 
escaped that ambush, there had been no more to trouble us, but as I was a pulling 
Arrowes out of his bodye, to the number of twentie at the least, there came the 
third ambush out of the woodes from whence came an Arrowe and hit him in the 
Bre ast, w hi ch h ee pe rce iv ed w ou ld b ee h is D eat h, for hee cou ld n ot stan d bu t as I 
held h im , but I was forced t o let h im goe, and shift to save m y selfe.  
Th en I after took e yo ung Se n -Jo h n s his bodye almost full of Arrowes, of 
which I pulled out a number, But what for the bloud that runne from him, and 
th e ex tr eam e he ate hee w as in by hi s ru nn in g, h e w as no t ab le t o o ver tak e th e rest 
of our com pany e that w as before.  
An d still th e C a r r e b y e s did gather grou nd upp on us, and th e Arr ow es came 
thick e on ever ie side.  
Then he w illed me to intreate them stay, and w hen I had overtaken one, I 
caused him to stay, w hich he was unwilling to doe, for hee tolde mee his Sword 
wo uld not com e foorth of the Scabberd [sic], so I tooke hold of the Hilte, and 
betwixt us both pulled it out, but before wee had made an ende, those cruell and 
bloo dy e C a r r e b y e s had encom passed yon g [sic] Se n -Jo h n s yet (to my griefe) I did 
stand and beholde his ende, who before hee fell, [D1 {25}] did make them run lik e 
so many C urres from a Ly on: for looke which w ay hee ran, they all fled before 
him: his body was so loaden with Arrowes, that he fell to the ground: and upon 
one hand and k nees, hee did keepe them from him with his Swoord [ sic], so m uch 
hee scor ned so b asely to dy e at t hei r h and es.  
We two w ere then the onely markes they aym ed at: for having rifled young 
Se n jo h n s [sic], they pursued us very hotly, wh ich caused us make haste to foure of 
our fellow es, who w ere entred [sic] into a narrow path, which leadeth through the 
woods, from the sandes to the Houses where wee dwelt: but there was in the path 
an ot her A mb ush, w hich drov e them back e to th e sandes againe: and w hen t hey 
saw u s so hardly chased, th ey entred the pa th w ith u s againe.  
The one side of the path was a high Mountayne, the other went downe a low 
Vall ey . Th e first four e took e up th e Mo unt ay n, by w hich mean es, they w ere a 
fayre marke for them to hitte, who dropped downe one after another.  
All this time neyther Harry wh ich was M. St o ke l ey s man (a Marchant no w in 
Buckle r s b e r y) nor my selfe was shot: but as we thought desperatly [sic] t o run 
through them in the narrow e path, there came an Arrow e and pearced quite 
through his head, of the which he fell suddenly, and I ran to lift him up, but he 
was dead without speaking one w ord to mee at all.  
Then came there tw o Arr owes and hitte mee in the back, the one directly 
against my hart, the other thr ough my shoulder blade: so (with m y sw oord in my 
hand e) I ran up on t hem desperatl y , thi nk ing (befor e I had died) to have b en [sic] 
the deat h of som e of them . A nd in my run nin g, I saw C aptain e An t ho n y, wi th an 
Arrow in his Bow drawne against me, who stood untill I came very neere him (for 
he purposed to have ky ld [?] mee with that [{26}] shot) which wh en I had come, I 
thought to put it by with m y swoord, but it light on my hand, & passed thorow 
[sic] the handle o f my sword , and nay led both to gether: but I continued ru nnin g at 



him still; an d before h e could nock e [sic] an ot her , I m ade h im and all th e rest 
turne their backs, and run into the sands againe: which oportunity [sic] when I 
espy ed, I leapt in to th e w ood, dow ne to t he val ley , w here I foun d a great L ake: 
and hearing them, with great showts and cry, which they u se in signe of tryum ph 
and victory, parsue mee still, I leapt into the Lake, with my sword nay led to my 
hand, and two arrow es in my backe, and by the helpe of God swamme over, but 
with m uch ad oo: for the fur ther side w as shallow w ater, b ut I w aded in mu c [sic] 
up t o th e w aste, w hich had alm ost spent m e.  
Now w hen I w as over, I con vay ed my selfe into t he th ick est parts of y e [the] 
wood, mak ing all the h aste I could, to giv e my fellow es, wh ich w ere at ho me, 
warni ng, lest t he Indian s should set on th em un awar es: and in my going, I came 
into a path, and sought for a great tree, to see, if by the ay me of the Iland [sic], I 
coul d percey ve w hich w ay our hou ses stood. T hen su ddenly I heard a gr eat no y se, 
which mad e me stan d behi nd a tr ee, and t here I saw tw o or t hree Indian s goe by 
me, which I imagined were going to set on them at home: but it pleased God I got 
home, & gave warning before their comming: so Mile s Pe t charged our great Peece, 
and al [sic] ou r m en w ere in red in es [sic] for th eir com mi ng. T hen p resently , they 
all came in sight u pon th e sands, whom e we sent aw ay (by shooting of ou r great 
Peece) & came no more in 3. daies: in which time, we fortified our selves with our 
Chests: And upon M unday m orning (before wee had made an end of praier) there 
came to the numb er of 13. or 14. C. Indian s (both by sea and lan d,) & there b eset 
us r ou nd , m ak in g a n oy se w ith th eir H or nes, and m ade m ost ho rr ib le cr y es, 
w hi ch th ey do use , t he m or e to ter ry fie t he ir enemies: an d w e di d an - [D2 {27}] 
sw ere them agay ne w ith th e ly k e cry es, de vy din g ou r sel ves i nt o 4. par ts, 
according as we h ad made ou r Forts of our Ch ests, placing five in every F orte, and 
thr ee to th e great Peece, w here Miles Pett [sic]. m y selfe and ano ther w as. Th en 
they shot their Arrowes among us as thicke as hayle, and lest they should follow 
in upon us and make use of those Arrow es agayne, we gathered them all together, 
& m ade great fires with them before their faces, and many times they purposed to 
rush in u pon us by mu ltitu des, & to ha ve beaten us dow ne w ith t heir B razen 
Swoordes: But our great Peece was so mounted, that very readyly w e could turne 
it wh ich way we pleased, and looke which w ay their greatest company w ent, we 
let her fly e am on gst t hem . So per ceiv in g th at t hey cou ld n ot pr eva ile agai nst us, 
they put Cotten wooll upon the end of their Arrowes, and put fire on them and 
shot at our Houses which were made on [sic] long Canes or Reedes, and suddenly 
took e fire by reason of the heat of the day, & burned dow ne to the groun d, 
fastning on our C hests which w ere our Forts, and burned all downe to the 
groun d, the extrem e heat of the flame did m ake ou r men forsake their Fo rts, and 
rety re beh inde t he great Peece, to t he Sea-side, w hich incou raged th e C a r r a b i e s [sic] 
mightily . M. W i l l i am K e t t l eb y lay close un seene of the Indian s upon the sand, and 
with a long Peece hee would reach them 12. score paces, & galled them much: 
otherwise, they w ould have come on the backes of us by Sea, but he shot their 
Boats thorow and thorow, and scar[e]d them for [sic] entring that way. N ow, 
wh en al [sic] our men w ere fled behind the great Peece, onely Ph il ip G lasc o cke & 
Richard Garrat stood behinde the smok e, and marked where they purposed to 
enter, & eche [sic] of them discharged halfe a score times at them: At last, Philip 
G l a sc o c k e received an Arrow e in his head, and Richard Garrat one in his Brest, and 
tw o in hi s backe. A nd w hen the [{28}] Indian s saw t hat al l w ere fled bu t them 
tw o, they purp osed to enter thro ugh th e smoak e upon us: but in th e entrin g [sic], 
hee gave a warning to Miles Pett to tu rne th e Peece against t he smo ake: w hich 
pr esen tly w e di d, a nd let fly e am on gst t hem and dro ve t hem all bac k e, w ith m ost 
lam ent abl e sk ri k es [sic] and cry es: no doubt b ut that shot w as the death of many 
of them: for she w as charged with stones. Then t hey blew their great H ornes, and 
all ret y red bac k e to th eir Boa tes, w ith ou t sh oo tin g on e A rr ow e at u s.  
After that our house was burned and all our Chests, which before were our 
For t, w e fortified o ur selv es wit h th e rem nant s of the stak es, and th atch w hich w e 
saved from burnin g, setting it in the ground slopew ise, covering it with Sand & 
Eart h, w hi ch sa ved us ev er a fter from th eir A rr ow es.  
In all th ese extrem e danger s and im mi nent C alam ities w hich all th is wh ile w e 
endured, let the Christian Reader judge in what a perplexed state we were 
plunged, seeing still one misery to follow anoth er, and each misery farre exceeding 
the former: A s first, our danger at Sea to be famished: then a comfortlesse remedy 
against Famishment, to be left in a farre remote and unknow ne place, amongst a 
cruel l, bar baro us and i nhu man e peopl e, w itho ut h ope of ever havi ng any mean es 
to reco ver th e sigh t o f ou r n ati ve a nd dear e cou nt rey and frie nd s: T hen th e lo sse 
of our Captaine (and others) which before (in all extremity ) was still some 
com for t u nt o u s: A nd now (last ly ) th ese lament abl e str ata gem s [sic] of the 



massacre of our fellowes and friends, therin [sic] seeing as in a G lasse, the ut ter 
rui ne and Butch erly mu rth ering of our ow ne selves, bein g w e mad e mo st assured 
accompt to drinke of the same Cuppe: But this was the least of our feares, and not 
th e gr eat est o f ou r m iser ies: Fo r b ein g now for a time ri d o f ou r b lo ud - [D3 {29}] 
thirsty* [*{in margin}Which departed in their Periagos. ] enemies, our provision 
of victuals being al w asted, spent and spoy led, and havin g no m eanes to get any 
more, it wou ld have mooved the heart of the cruellest Tirant [sic] in the world to 
compassion. But in the midst of all this unendurable misery, it pleased God 
(contrary to our expectation, in some sort) to relieve us even by our enemy es: For 
when al l the r est wer e out of sight, o ne P e ri a g o returned very w ell provided of 
victual, and three or foure came on land, with as much as they w ere able to carry 
of C a ssa d a, P o ta t o s & P la n t o n s, an d cr y ed u nt o u s to e xch ang e w ith them , fir st 
holding up their Bowes, and after laying them on the ground againe in signe of 
pea ce: w hi ch w e per ceiv in g, sen t o ut th ree lik ew ise t o b arg ain w ith ou t w eap on s, 
carry ing Knives, Beades and other tr ifels: Which being done, th ey depar ted, and 
we r eturned, giv ing pray se to God (thus m iraculou sly) for to feede us, for w ee had 
no meanes of our selves to get any.  
Then, the Nette (with the wh ich we had wont [to] get as much fish of all sorts 
as wo uld su ffise [sic] us all for a day ) the Indian s to ok e from us.  
Th us for th e space of 6. or 7. day es, every day fightin g for th e space of thr ee 
or foure houres, and then our victualls began to faile againe, which caused us to 
hold out a Flag of tr uce: w hich the Indian s perceiv ing, cam e in peaceab le m aner 
[sic] un to u s: Th en on e Fr a n c i s B r ac e (by mean s of his Fren ch ton gue) m ade them 
understand that our desire was to give them all that wee had, if they w ould let us 
have a P e ri a g o to carry us away, which one Captain Antonio w illin gly consent ed 
un to , an d th e ne xt day after br ou ght her , dr aw in g he r ash or e w ith in th e com passe 
of our Fortes, we giving them, of Hatchets, Knives and Beads unty ll [sic] they 
were contented: And to please them the more, w e gave them every one a Shovell 
or a Spade, and so they departed.  
[{30}] An d then w ee wen t all to w ork e, som e to m ake t he Say le, w hich w ee 
made of very good Roane-cloath, and some to make the M ast: and every on e did 
labour all that he could, to bee ready against night: for Antonio told us, that his 
Brother Angrauem a r t wou ld come the next day from S. Vi n ce n t with tw elve 
P e rr i ag o s, all laden w ith m en and A rrow es: whose w ords w e alway [sic] found 
tru e, for he co uld n ot dissem ble.  
And w ee concluded, rather then wee wou ld stay and dy e so miserably at the 
C a r r a b i e s hands, who thirsted for nothing but to eate our flesh, and drinke our 
blood, as they had done with m any other of our fellowes, wee promsied unto the 
LO RD (wh o had a ll th is ty me fou ght for us,) to b etak e our selves unt o his m ercy , 
and doubted not but that hee would guide us safely to some Christian Harbour.  
And u pon the xxvi. of September, 1605, at one a clocke after midnight, w e 
emb arqu ed all x ix. i n th at litt le Vessell or Boate w hich the Indian s had made all of 
one tr ee, shee w as not so b roade as a W herr y , but it w as almo st as long agay ne: 
Ou r Roap es for our Say le were our Garters, and our Y ard, a Lance: Shee had a 
little Rother or Helme, but not one of our company had skyll how e to use it, 
ney ther had w ee Com passe to direct us, but sayl ing by the Sunn e in the day , and 
by the Starres in the night, keeping alway es betwixt South-west and West: For 
wee imagined, the maine Land of the West-Indies lay so.  
Th e Vict uals th at w ee had, w ere no t sufficient t o serve th at com pany thr ee 
day es: for w e had n ot abo ve tw entie Bi skets, th ree C a ssa d a C akes, a do sen [sic] 
P la n t o n s, and some thirty P o ta t o s: and of Water, some foure or five Gallons, & a 
little Barrell halfe full of Rice, which Master Garrard had given him to sowe in the 
Country of G u y an a, if we had gotten thyther.  
[D4 {31}] And as it pleased the Lord, h ee had saved it, untill this our gr eat 
necessitie for the preservation of our lives: for all our other victuall was gone in 
two dayes, our water in three daies, & then R i c h a r d G a r r a r d gave to every tw o of 
us a Porindish of his Rice twice a day, w hich wee w ashed in salt water & so eate it 
raw e. T hu s w ee co nt in ued at Se a, see k in g for lan d for th e spa ce of t enn e day es, 
where wee indured one great tempest, although to our great perill, looking 
alwayes when wee should bee swallowed up in the huge waves, the storme 
contin ewi ng [sic] for the space of foure and twentie houres, both boysterous for 
winde and rayen (for all the Sea was in a white foome) which was unto us in the 
midst of our danger, a great comfort: for wee saved the rayne w ater and drancke it 
gladly , than ki ng Go d for th at good refreshin g: w ho li kew ise sent the v ery fow les 
of ye [the] ayre to feede us, for they being wery [ sic] of t hei r fli ght , w ou ld r est 
them on the side of our boate, so that wee tooke them and dried them in the 
Sunne, with a little Gunpowder and eate them. Our boate was so neere the water, 



that every w ave came over her reddie to sinke her, but that foure of us did 
not hin g but lade it o ut agai ne by cour ses. To speak e of the m isery w e indu red 
there, it is impossible; for I cannot expresse it.  
U po n t he t ent h d ay after ou r commin g foo rt h o f S. Lucea, bey ng [sic] the fifth 
of O ctober , one Thom as Morgan e died, not being able to live of that small 
allowance. And at twelve a clocke at noone wee threwe him over-board: and 
wit hin an ho ure after, it pleased God to glad us w ith a joy full sight of the land: 
then wee hoisted up our sayle, sett to rowe with all the force wee could, making 
to the neerest place, imagining all dangers were past.  
[{32}] But the winde beeing calme, we were benighted before wee could come 
at it, an d so w antin g the li ght o f the day , w ee wer e upo n th e Ro ckes befor e w ee 
were aware: and by reason that the breach of the wave was so great and violent, 
we could not holde her off, but (forceably) ranne against the Rockes, and there 
split our Boate to the very middest, and all our men turned out, I onely holding 
the Helme, thinking the next Wave would heave her over the Rockes, not 
know ing her to bee split.  
But the Breach w as so great, that it turn ed mee un der, putt ing m ee in great 
danger to bee grated to p eeces wi th her w eygh t above m ee against the great 
Rock es: And at th e last, wee all recovered ou r selves, some sitting upon great 
Rock es, others on the rootes of great Trees, thynk ing there to save our selves tyll 
the morning: And I finding a long Poale which fell out of our Boate, tooke it and 
asked if any would venture to the shoare with mee: which Fr a n c i s B r ac e 
per cey vi ng, to ok e th e ot her end e: so w e tw o w aded to th e La nd , an d th en t he r est 
all follo wed, and some b rou ght P erry winck les in th eir ha ndes, and brok e them 
ou t o f th e she lle s and did eate them raw e: t hen ever y on e cry ed o ut for fresh 
Water. So Wil li am Pic kes and my selfe went to seeke for water: but we had not 
gone halfe an hou re, but w ee came to our Fellow es agayne, w ithou t finding of any 
Water to com fort u s wit hall. So, th e place w here w e landed, prov ed to be a 
bro ken Island inco mp assed wit h th e Sea, abou t a leagu e from the M ay ne.  
As soone as it was Day, wee digged pittes in the ground for fresh water, but 
coul d finde n one th at w as to be dr unk e: som e w ent to the Bo ate to save su ch 
commody ties, as were left undriven away w ith the Sea: Others found 
Perr y winck les on th e Ro ckes, w hich [E1 {33}] was all t he vict uall w e had to eate: 
but ou r stomack s were so w eake, w e could not eate above tw o or th ree a day.  
Th us, no t k now ing w hat co urse to tak e to save ou r liv es from fam ine, o ne Myles 
P e t, Wil li am Pic kes, and my selfe went and haled the Boat out of the rockes to the 
shore, which w as split to the very m idst, and so far with our sw ords we cut off, & 
pu t in a he ad i n t he m idst and fastn ed i t w ith ou r D agge r, Kni ves, and Bod k in s, 
sto pp in g al l th e lea k es w ith ou r sh ir tes.  
So five of our comapny ventered in her to the maine land, their names were 
Myles Pett, William Kettlebie , Wil li am Pic kes , Fr a n c i s B r ac e , and Wi lliam Butc her , 
leaving R i c h a r d G a r r a r d, Ph il ip G lasc o cke , J o h n C o x fo r d and m y selfe w ith th e rest 
in this hungry and desolate Island. And at last it pleased God to bring them to the 
main e lan d: t hey hal ed t hei r Bo ate alo ngst th e sho re, cro ssin g m any gre at r iv ers, 
wherin [sic] they w ere pursued by divers devouring Serpents of the Sea, as the 
Al li g o r to s, who are of such force, that they will pull a horse under water and 
devour him , and will travell mo re then two leagues from the water to seeke their 
pray es: And also that greedy Sharke , wh o hath t hree rank es of teeth set like a saw , 
and will bite off a mans thigh at one snatch.  
Yet God p reserved t hem mi racul ously : A nd w hen t hey w ere lik e to giv e over 
travellin g, being in despaire for ever to find any Sp an i a rd s for to su ccour them 
wit h foode, God pitty ing their estates, guided them to a place where they found a 
great Earthen pot full of wheat flower [in margin: A pot of flower set in a Cave by 
some Indian. ], which they boy led with fresh water, and satisfied their hungry 
appeti tes wi th th ank es to Go d for th e same. A nd w ithi n tw o day es after, they met 
with t hree Sp an i a rd s, and with halfe a dozen Indian s and Ne g r o s, travelling from 
Carracc as to Coro , driv ing h orses and M ules load en w ith M archan dize [ sic].  
[{34}] Wh o seeing their weakeness for want of victual, unloaded their beasts 
to feed on the grasse, whilest they fed our hungry men w ith plentie of their good 
cheare, sh ew ing th em gr eat cou rtesie, sufferin g them to ri de, & w ent th emselv es 
afoote two or three dayes, till they came to a tow ne of civill Indian s, called 
T o c o y a, w here th ey stay ed to r efresh them .  
An d ther e they let th e Sp an i a rd s know in wh at miserable case they left us in a 
desolate Island, where wee indured greatest misery that ever men did and live: for 
wee continued fifteene dayes, having no kinde of meat but Periwinckles or 
Wh elkes, Tobacco, & Salt-water, which did nothing at all nourish us: yet it tooke 
away the desire of hunger, and saved us from eating one another.  



In that fifteene dayes five of our companie pined to death for hunger: Their 
nam es wer e Jo h n Pe rki n s, Ed w a r d G r ee n e, Jerom e Swash, Thom a s St u b s, and an olde 
man called John. Tobacco was the chiefe food I found to do me good, and did 
preserve my ly fe, and those which could take it downe, did keepe strongest, but 
those which could not take it at all, died first.  
By not ing o ne or tw o of ou r m en to d ie, w ee kn ew e w hen an y of us drew e 
neere our death, which w as, first they would swell very bigge, and after, fall to the 
very bo nes, and then wanting natural strength in their backs to hold up their 
heades, it w oul d fall dow ne and drou pe in t here [ sic] bosomes, and within twelve 
hou res after th ey w oul d die.  
Fr a n c i s B r ac e , hav ing m ore stren gth th en th e rest [in m argin : A t the 15 . daies 
end. ], guided the th ree Sp an i a rd s to the Island where we were, wee little expecting 
it, for w ee thought they had beene k ilde, ey ther by wi ld beastes or Salvages, and 
wee had given over lo okin g for comfort, but every one particularly desiring God, 
y t [that] him selfe migh t not be th e last man [E2 {35}] of dy ing: w hich conceit w as 
worse then death it selfe unto us. But his returne did adde much comfort unto us 
in that di stresse: for they brou ght us victu all, w hich w hen w ee had eate had 
almost kild us, by reason of the weaknesse of our stomackes, beyng so farre spent, 
that wee could not digest it, although we did eate it very sparingly.  
Th e next day the Sp an i a rd s carried us to the m aine land, w here w ee had 
hor ses brough t us, an d the go ods w e had, t hey took e it all for the Kin g of Spain es 
use, and then they convaied us to T o c o y a, w here w e w hich w ere w eake r emai ned 
for fifteene daies, and those which were strong went to Coro , fiftie leagues from 
T o c o y a.  
At the 15. d aies end, o ne of th e three Sp an i a rd s, w ho se name w as Si g n i o r 
Caro w Vallo, came for us with horses, who shewed himselfe as carefull to us, as if 
wee had beene his owne Cou ntry men and friends, & in 5. daies brought us to 
Coro to our fellowes, where wee were brought before the Governour, and by a 
Flemming which could speake a little English, which had been prysoner there 
sixteene yeres, we w ere examined of the cause of our comm ing on that coast, who 
excused us very w ell, for he knew, that if we confessed whither wee were 
determ ined to goe, m eaning G u ia n a, they wou ld eyther have put us to death, or 
condem ned u s to the G allies to r ow e. But h e told t hem , that w ee never p urp osed 
to come into the West I n d i e s, but that w e w ere by mi sfortun e and tem pest driv en 
on that coast, and told them of all the miseries and dangers w e had indu red and 
escaped, which drove them into great admiration, saying we w ere devils and not 
men . A nd th e Flem ing [ sic] to ld u s, th e fath ers o f th eir chu rch es said , th at i f w e 
had beene good Christians, we deserved to be canonized for Saints: but in regard 
we w ere Lutherans, it was more by the devils meanes, then by the providence of 
Go d w ee esca ped th ose d an- [{3 6}] ge rs.  
So all the chiefe of the To wn e being there, every man w as desirous to take 
one of us, who did not use us like prysoners, but w ere as carefull of us as of their 
owne children, not suffering us to want any thing that was necessary for the 
procuring of our health.  
My selfe bey ng ext rem e sicke of th e C allien tur o, on e C aptain e P e ro so , who 
marr ied hi s dau ght er w ith w hom I dw elt (w ho se name w as Fr a n c i sc o Lo p u s [sic]) 
having good skill in Phisicke, came daily to my chamber, & there let mee blood, 
pur ged, and dieted me, giv ing hi s daughter i n charge n ot to l et me w ant any thin g, 
by w hose courteous and tender usage, it pleased God to restore mee to my h ealth 
and strength againe. There in Coro tw o o f us d ied , w ho w as Thom a s Fl e t c h e r, (hee 
was servant t o a silk e man at the sign e of the A ngell i n C heapside) an d one Foulke 
J o n e s a shoomaker.  
In Coro eleven of us remay ned alive, bey ng all that w as left of three score and 
seven, for the space of five m oneth s, every day goin g to on e anot her w hen w e 
pleased, an d ofen ri ding i nto the C oun trey , w here th e Indian s tooke great delight 
in our comapny: for at our comming they w ould provide al l k i n d o f d e li c ious 
fruites, wh ich were in m ost abundance in that countrey, and k il [sic] Deere, and 
wi ld Pork e for us, & w ould br ing us A pes, Mun cky es, Parrats, and any thing th at 
they thought wee delighted in.  
The countrey there about Coro doth yeeld aboundance of Suger [sic], Hony 
[sic], Ginger and Pitch: Also, they have very good Wh eat growing there, but their 
Bre ad i s alt oge th er m ade o f Mais, of ye [the] which they have great plenty: for 
th ey rea pe fo ur e times a y ear e. T hi s Maiz, they do make it with the juyce of Suger- 
C ane s [sic], wh ich mak es it an excellent kin de of Bread, and it w ill keepe lon g as 
Bisket. A lso they mak e their drin ke of this [E3 {37}] Maiz and of P o ta t o s, which is 
very stron g and sw eet, for th e Indian s will quickly be druncke therewith.  



Whilst w ee wer e there, a Spany ard ro de int o th e C oun trey to a pl ace of his 
(wi th h is Broth er) to m ake T o b a cc o , where he had many Indian s dwelling: one of 
his chiefe Indian s (wh ich u sed to bee fam y liar w ith h im ) took a new H atchet 
(which his Master had broght [sic] with h im) and asked his Master what it cost, & 
suddenly clove his head therewith, wh ich his brother perceiving, ran for his 
Rapier , think ing to reven ge it: but y e [the] Indian wo men h ad stolne it a w ay 
before, and so they k yl d [sic] him also with their Bowes and Arrow es, and three or 
foure Ne g r o s which seemed to resist them: And thereupon he fled to the 
Moun tay ns, gath ering a great com pany unt o him , pro my sing th em, that i f they 
would ayde him agaynst the Spanyards in Coro , h e w ou ld g iv e th em th eir W ifes & 
daughters in marriage: But before they put it in practise, Captayn P e ro so , by a 
polycie, tooke him feasting amongst his fellowes and women, and tooke thirty 
with him, and brought all to Coro , wh ere they wer e to suffer death with great 
torments, to terrifie the rest, not to doe the lyk e: And of some, they cut off their 
thumbs, and cut the sinewes of their two fore-fingers, whereby they wanted the 
benefit of shoot ing.  
Our entertainment w as such, that we could not desire to part from them, to 
come in to our ow ne count rey , wi thou t offending them : For th ere being a frigat at 
Coro , redy to go for Carthagena, foure of us made entr eaty for p assage, wh ich w as 
Ph il ip G lasc o cke , R i c h a r d G a r r a r d, Wil li am Pic kes and my selfe, all the rest being in 
the C oun trey upo n plea sure, som e in on e place and some i n ano ther , and w hen 
the Ship was redy to depart, our Si g n i o u r s perswaded t h e Governour not t o let us 
go, withou t he had a Letter from th e Vice-Roy , [{38}] that wee might passe in 
safety into Spaine, and so for England: and then he shewed them a Letter, that it 
was at our owne choice, whether we would go or tarry: yet because they were 
lo ath to par t w ith us, th ey w ill ed t he F ath ers o f th eir chu rch es to tel l u s, th at i f w e 
wou ld stay, wee should bee as themselves, and they w ould w yllin gly [ sic] bestow 
th eir Da ug ht ers a nd th eir goo ds u po n u s.  
Also they told us, that now England & Spayn were all one in Religion, and 
that our Saviour Christ came in a Vision upon the Crosse, and appeared before 
our Kings Majestie, and told him that hee was in an error, and byd hym [ sic] 
turne, and bee as the Catholickes are, for they are good Christians: and bow at the 
sight thereof, three of our chiefe Byshoppes were strucke into a traunce for the 
space of thr ee day es, and after t hey recover ed agay ne, th ey preach ed that they 
shou ld all r epent a nd beco me C atho lick es: adding fu rth er, th at the Ki ng had sent 
to the Pope, to send learned men into England, to teach their Doctrine aright: 
whi ch w e w ell per cey ved , w as on ely th e sug gesti on of th eir Po pi sh P ri estes, 
thereby to have made us hearken to ther [sic] Doctrine: yet notw ithstanding all 
their allurements on both sides, our desire was for our owne C ountrey: An d so, 
three procured meanes for to go.  
But Wil li am Pic kes, by meanes the Governour said, that foure was too many 
to venter [sic] in th e Ship, w as staide.  
So, about the last of Aprill, Ph il ip G lasc o cke , R i c h a r d G a r r a r d, an d m y selfe 
tooke our leaves to depart, leaving all, with w hom w e dwelt, very sory [ sic]: who 
gave us great store of provision for o ur passage, and wep t, as though they had 
parted from their owne brethren and Children.  
They w ere very loath to let us go to Carthagena, for [E4 {39}] feare we should 
be p ut in to th e Ga lly es. A nd th e Go ver no ur of Coro himselfe, wrote unto the 
chi efe m en o f Carthagena, in our commendations. As to D o n P e d r o d e B a r r e s, who 
was his sonne in Law, but it tooke small effect: for as soone as wee arrived there 
(which w as the sixth of May , within foure dayes after, we were committed to 
Pry son for Sp ies by the Tenien tie [in margin : The x. o f May we w ere comm itted.  
1066. ]: for the Governour was dead, not three dayes before we came: yet we 
carried one Letter from Coro , written by Si g n i o r G e sp e r Sa n si o u s, in our behalf, to 
Si g n i o r A n t o n i o C a n b e r o , w ho p roo ved a special fr iend t o us: for w e had n ot ben 
[sic] an ho ure i n pr ison, b ut h e came t o us & com forted u s, & bid u s not to feare, 
for we should not want any th ing wherin he could pleasure us: so he went to the 
Tenien tie, profered [sic] 3. of h is Ne g r o s to set us at lyb ertie: & if we m ade an 
escape, he sho uld h ave th ose Ne g r o s for hi s ow ne use.  
Th e w oor st of these Ne g r o s was woorth 300. Ducates: but he would not, 
nei th er w ou ld h e all ow us an y Vi ctu all es.  
Bu t th is Canbero sent us every day at noone one very good m eales meat.  
Also, there were three Englishmen, who served as Marryners in the King of 
Spay ens Gallioun es of Plate, who after th at they wer e at Sea, were by a very great 
tempest of weather dryven backe agayne to Carthagena, in great danger to be 
suncke: for she had twelve foote water within her: some of them escaped to the 



Havan na , and five of their most richest Galliouns were in the Shoaldes betwixt 
Carthagena and th e Havan na lost: these three English men did allow us twelve 
pence a day, so long as wee remayned in prison.  
Every Satur day , the Tenien tie doth sit upon matters concerning the 
Pr y son ers, w ith hi s Al c a d e s or Ju stic es.  
This Tenien tie comm aunded [sic], t hat w e sho ul d be sent [{40}] to th e Ga lly es.  
Th en on e Al c ad e wh o w as alway [sic] found a favour er of English men, h is name 
was Signior Francisco Lopus de Moralis, called for our Examination, which when he 
had per used, he t old h im that h e could not w ith J ustice com mi t us. W ho an swer ed 
agay ne, T hen l et them rem ay ne in pry son, u ntil the G a l li o u n s come from Spaine 
for th e Tr easure.  
Then, w ithin two M oneths after, a Deputy Governour w as chosen, unto 
wh ome a Porty ugall [sic] (who was our great friend in the pryson) [in margin: 
Who w as Pr ison er a lso. ] framed a P eti tio n, w hi ch w as del iv ere d by John Frengham 
our Countrey-man. Whose Answere was to him, that if we could procure any 
Spaniards to bayle us for our foorth comm ing, we should be at liberty.  
Which graunt, Si g n i o u r Fr a n c i sc o Lo p u s and An t o n io Cam b e r o [sic] had no 
sooner heard of, but they entred [sic] in Bond of a thousand Duccates for our 
foorth -comm ing.  
The cause, why Fr a n c i sc o Lo p u s did th is for us, w as because C aptain e Drake, 
when h e took e Carthagena, did save all his fathers goods, and his life withall.  
An d at ou r deliv ery , the Tenien tie told u s, that al tho ugh by order of Law e, 
they could ju stly have pu t us to death : Yet sein g [sic] God had so my raculously 
saved us, and that w ee had indur ed so many miseries to save our liv es, and that 
onely we cam e to them for succour and r eliefe, they w ere content to set us at 
liber tie.  
Then Fr a n c i sc o Lo p u s brought us a discharge from the Governor [sic] to the 
Jay ler for o ur d eliver y out of pry son, an d bro ugh t us all t hree to his ow ne ho use, 
where w as prov ided for ev ery of us a severall bedde, for the cou ntr y is so hot, w ee 
cannot lye bu t one in a bed. Our entertainement w as great, and all our services in 
plate, w ith great vari etie of meates, and all the m ost delicious [F1 {41}] Indian 
fruites whatsoever, and yet he thought wee never fared well, without hee sent us 
out extra ordi nary dish or oth er from his ow ne tab le. A lso m any Galla nts resor ted 
to his house to play at C ardes, who w ould shewe themselves very liberall unto us 
at their wi nnin g.  
There wee continued in great pleasure, untill the Galliouns were readie to goe 
for Spaine w ith t he trea sure.  
The Citty of Carthagena is a place of great force, for by Land, you can not 
come to it, bu t one w ay, w hich is strongly garded [ sic]: it is (alm ost) encom passed 
with th e Sea: It h ath fou re C astel s [sic], two at the entrance of the Harbour, and 
one within, w here Chay nes are drawne acrosse the water. The fourth is within the 
Citty , where their Court of guarde is kept, of 500. Souldiers: and it hath foure 
C hur ches.  
[In margin: Aug. 25. ] The day before we embarqued, there came two more of 
our company from Coro , w hi ch w as Mile s Pe t and R i c h a r d Fa r n e . Fr a n c i sc o Lo p u s 
procured us passage in these several Ships: Ph il ip G lasc o cke , Mile s Pe t and R i c h a r d 
Fa r n e in the Ship, called St . Bartholom e s: R i c h a r d G a r r a r d, in La Ma d r e d e D eo s: my 
selfe in La Sa n t a C ru s e. So w e w ere a m oneth in say ling t o th e Havan na , which is 
neere three hundred Leagues from Carthagena. [In margin: S[ep]. 20. ] 
In the Havan na , we lived al ashore with eighteene pence a day for our dy et.  
It is a place of great strengt h, for it hat h 1. gr eat C astle bu ilt u pon the R ock s 
at y e [the] en tran ce of the H arbo ur, and an oth er w ithi n on the ot her side, w hich 
commaund all the Towne and Harbour: And the third within the towne, where 
D o n P e d r o d e V a l d e s was govern or, w hich w as Prisoner in th e Tow er 1588.  
[{42}] There they victualled the Fleete, and watered and repayr ed their 
shippes, because they had not victuall to serve all the Fleete, they left two ships 
ther e, the o ne w hereo f was th at w herein our thr ee men w ere placed, called th e S.  
Bartholom ew : the o ther the S. Vi n ce n t. A nd abo ut th e tenth of O ctober , w ee 
departed for Spaine by the B e rm o u t h o s, an d sh ot th e Gu lfe o f Fl o ri d a in eigh t day es 
against t he w inde, and so w ee wer e nin e w eekes in sayl ing b etw ixt t he Havan na , 
and th e coa st of Spaine : the tempest and stormes wee had were wonderfull great, 
in so much that all the Fleete were dispersed, and not above two shippes did hold 
company together, which put them in great feare, lest they should have met with 
the Flemings, who might w ith three good ships have taken all their treasure with 
small adoe: for every little C arvill did p ut them in feare, think ing her to be a man 
of w arre.  



And w ith in th ree day es befo re w e cam e in sigh t o f Spaine , we overtooke one 
of the com pany , w hich had been e long w antin g. A nd th e Ma ster of the Santa 
C r u se , w herein I was, th ink ing to w elcom e her w ith a p eale of O rdin ance [ sic], 
wen t him self withou t the poste to char ge a peece, and suddenly fell into the Sea, 
and before we could brin g the ship astayes [?], he was drowned.  
And upon the fiftenth [sic] of Decem b e r w ee cam e aga in st th e ba rr e of Saint 
Lucas, but could not enter, because the winde was contrarie. Then came the 
Galli es ou t o f C a l e s, and towed us into C a l e s, wh ere they u nloded [sic] the 
treasure. This made well for us which w ere prysoners: for they were so busie with 
the Plate, that they never regarded us: for when the Captaine and Souldiers were 
gone without, we went ashore to C a l e s without constrainment: And [{43}] when I 
tho ugh t to h ave been e secure th e C aptain e, w ith w hom e I came ho me b y chance, 
met me in the streete, and called me to him, and said, that I did know how that I 
was delivered unto him as prisoner, and willed me to come to him in Saint Lucas, 
and there he would seeke a discharge for me. And I promised him that I wo uld 
com e: b ut after ward I feare d th at h ee w ou ld h ave del iv ere d m e to th e Ju stic e; & so 
not daring to trust him, I never came in his sight more, but sought all meanes for 
my passage, w hich I found h arder t o get, th en w hen I w as in th e I n d i e s: for our 
owne C ontrimen w ould answer us, that they w ould not indanger themselves, to 
tak e us, w itho ut w e had a di scharge from the Sp an i a rd s.  
Whose uncomfortable speeches did much dismay us: so we remained in C a l e s, 
in Saint Lucas, and in Sivill , w itho ut an y hop e of passage, one m oneth and m ore, 
at t he c har ge o f John Frendg eham , W i l li a m G o u r d o n , Jo h [n ] D an e, w ho w as ch iefe 
Tru mpeter of the Spanish fleete, and J o h n P a in t e r , a Musician: And at the last, 
(despayrin g of passage) M. Garrard got passage for Sandw i t c h: An d my selfe made 
moans to Master Bar w ic ke , M aster of a l itt le Sh ip of W e l l e s in Nor fo lke , called, The 
G e o r g e, who at the first word, graunted mee passage. So on the second day of 
Februar y , 1606. hee landed m e safely at y e [the] Dow n e s, in K e n t, giving me two 
shillings to bring me to Lo n d o n .  


